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OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH & SAFETY: No 71 of 2005
TO:


National Employers’ OHS Consultative Forum
SUBJECT:
National Standard for Plant – Development of ESOs
DATE:
6 October 2005
Background
As outlined in Circular No. 89 of 2005, as part of the National Standard for Plant review two workshops were conducted on 11 and 12 August 2005 in Melbourne that developed Essential Safety Outcomes as part of the Standard revision.  
The first workshop focused on the design elements of generic ESOs covering all categories of plant and the second workshop focused on the design elements of ESOs for cranes and both were facilitated by Russell Lynch Consulting.
Issues
The Office of the ASCC has determined that further ESOs will be developed as part of the Plant Standards package.  The following outlines the dates and the items of plant for the next round of workshops for the development of ESOs.
	Workshop
	Date and State

	Workshop 3 - Lifts
	 Thursday 10 November 2005 - Sydney

	Workshop 4 - Amusement Rides
	 Friday 11 November 2005 - Sydney

	Workshop 5 Gas Cylinders
	 Wednesday 7 December 2005 - Melbourne

	Workshop 6 Pressure Vessels
	 Thursday 8 December 2005 - Melbourne


The workshops are designed to target specialists from each field.  Attached please find information regarding the ESO workshops.
Response/Action Required
Nominations can be forwarded direct to toula.papadopoulos@melb.acci.asn.au by 12 October 05.   ACCI requests that full contact details are provided from the nominated representative as invitations to workshops will be forwarded directly from the Department of Workplace Relations.   
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Toula Papadopoulos

Advisor

Occupational Health and Safety

toula.papadopoulos@melb.acci.asn.au
REVIEW OF THE NATIONAL STANDARD FOR PLANT – WORKSHOPS TO DEVELOP ESSENTIAL SAFETY OUTCOMES

The National Standard for Plant (the Standard) is currently under review.  In 2003 the National Occupational Health and Safety Commission agreed that the review should include the development of Essential Safety Outcomes (ESOs) for all high-risk plant.
DEWR is seeking nominations through the Plant Standard Network for specialist advisers to participate in the workshops to develop draft ESOs.  The specialists should have relevant technical knowledge relating to the impact of engineering and design specifications on plant safety
What are Essential Safety Outcomes?

Essential Safety Outcomes provide essential safety criteria as a benchmark to which plant can be designed and manufactured and to which all technical standards may be compared.  ESOs are those critical elements that specify what makes an item of plant safe, without prescribing how that outcome is to be achieved.  As such they will provide flexibility to encourage and foster innovation and continuous improvement.
As ESOs will be part of the revised National Standard for Plant, they will be mandatory for compliance purposes.
Developing Essential Safety Outcomes

Development of ESOs will take place over a number of phases.  The first phase will focus on design elements.  Subsequent phases will target other aspects of the plant’s life cycle (e.g. manufacturing and decommissioning).

ESOs will cover essential requirements that are achievable and, where possible, measurable.  A technical end point, where possible, will be set for each risk and hazard.

Some structural considerations include:

· address ‘must haves’ in order to make plant safe;

· address the outcome, not the process;

· address the risk of harm arising from particular plant’s hazards (e.g. risk of being hit by moving parts, struck by falling objects, or slipping, tripping or falling);

· state safety requirements to ensure risks are addressed.

Department of Employment and Workplace Relations
20 June 2005

Level 3, 486 Albert Street, Melbourne VIC 3002 ( PO Box 18008, Collins Street East, Melbourne VIC 8003 Australia

Telephone: 61-3-9668 9950 ( Facsimile: 61-3-9668 9958 ( Email: melb@acci.asn.au
 LEADING AUSTRALIAN BUSINESS
M:\WProcess\OHS\CIRCULARS\NEOHSCF CIRCULARS 2005\No 71 - National Standard for Plant - ESO Workshops.doc
2
LEADING AUSTRALIAN BUSINESS

[image: image3.png]_1127135279

